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Today, I'd like to invite you to an open dialogue on the banal question, “Why Jesus? Why do we need to
believe in Jesus?”
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In summary, let me summarize the following three reasons why you and | must believe in Jesus Christ.

The first reason is that Jesus is God incarnate; that is, Jesus is God himself and came to the world as a
human. If Jesus is God, shouldn’t we believe in Him?
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The second reason why we must believe in Jesus is that none of us can take care of our eternal future,
that is our life after death. If any of you are capable to assuring and managing your life that will last for
eternity after your death, perhaps you may not need Jesus.

The third reason why you and | must believe in Jesus and establish a relationship with Him is that it is
too special a privilege to pass on.
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Now, let’s get into more details about the first reason that seems so irrational. No doubt some of you
may protest, “What a preposterous claim are you making that Jesus is God?

The truth that Jesus is God is written in the Bible, Jesus himself testified it to the Jewish people during
His earthly ministry, and His disciples testified it based on their experiences and revelation from God.
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As one of the examples of biblical records, in Genesis 18 we can read how God sent three angels to

Abraham, who was considered a friend of God, before He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of
their extreme wickedness.

Abraham served a well-prepared dinner for these three heavenly guests, after which the two angels
went on to Sodom. But, the Bible says Abraham and the LORD [Jehovah] had a chat about Sodom.

“And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom, but Abraham stood yet before the
LORD.” [Genesis 18:22 KIV]
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This verse we just read says one of the angels was the LORD, that is Jehovah. Abraham had a dialog with
LORD about God’s plan to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. This LORD is God the Son, who later came to
the land of Israel in the form of a man just as He came to Abraham in the form of a man angel.

2000 years later Jesus spoke about His relationship with Abraham as follows:
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Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad. [John 8:56 NKJV]
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And in another verse, Jesus used the present tense “I AM” to testify that He is the God who has been
from everlasting, who is and who will be to the everlasting.

Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, | AM! [John 8:58 NKJV]
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The truth that Jesus is God the Son was testified by angels. When the angel Gabriel came to virgin Mary
and foretold her that she would bear a child to be named Jesus, he said this about Him:

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the LORD God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David. [Luke 1:32]

Apostles Peter, John and many others confessed that Jesus was the Son of God and the Messiah who
had been prophesied to come.
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Also, even the evil spirits that Jesus chased out of men recognized Him as the Son of God, and loudly
proclaimed this fact.

“What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us before the
appointed time?” [Matt 8:29]

The truth that Jesus is God the Son has been written in the Bible, admitted by Jesus himself, testified by
His disciples and proclaimed even by evil spirits. Can you deny such a truth so solidly proven?
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Now, let us look into the second reason why we must believe in Jesus. The second reason is that none of
us are capable of taking care of our eternal future, that is our life after death. If any of you are capable
to assuring and managing your life that will last for eternity after your death, perhaps you may not need
Jesus.

We all want to have a long, healthy life here on the earth. But we all know that the enemy called
‘DEATH’ will eventually come by to escort us into the eternity beyond this life.
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If we know for sure what future we will have in the life after death, we may not be afraid of crossing the
bridge. But most people have no idea about the realm beyond death. So we are terrified and afraid.
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The fundamental reason why we have dread about death is because we do not have the right
understanding about the present life.
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None of us came to this world on our own. God gave us life so that we are breathing alive every moment
and live. What purpose then did God give to our life here on earth?
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God sent His Son and had Him die on the cross as the ransom for the sins of people so that all who
believe Him may have eternal life in God’s kingdom. This is the wonderful plan of human salvation.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. [John 3:16 NKJV]
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God'’s plan of love for the humanity is that His only Son lived 33.5 years as a human here on the earth
and died so that you and | need not fear death and transition safely over to the realm of eternity on the
other side.

Such a marvelous salvation plan makes it a very special privilege to establish a relationship with Jesus
and God the Father. It is just too special to pass on.
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Now then let us look into the nature of the special relationship we come to have by believing in Jesus.
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This special relationship can be explained as follows:

. OtE{ X| 2 Xt 2| 2HA| [Father — children relationship]
. S Xt 29| 2HA| [Shepherd — sheep relationship]

. XTI 2HA| [Friends with Jesus]

. AMeEFTE ME O] ZHA|[Bridegroom and bride relationship]

The first characterization of our relationship with God when we believe in Jesus is that we become
children of God and He becomes our Heavenly Father.

2|7t o= g2 BA =W R2[= Sthtd el AHA 7} &0 StLt g 2 22[ 2] O X[ 7} £| Of S A}
A7 == E Lk

When we were sinners, we were enemies to God because God, by nature, hates sins. However, the
blood of Jesus cleans away our sins and we become clean before God.
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Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God [John 1:12]
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When we become children of God, we are members of His extended family. What glorious and blessed

place it is!
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The second type of relationship we come to have with Jesus through our faith in Him is SHEPHERD and
SHEEP relationship. Jesus becomes our true Shepherd and we are His sheep.
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I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [John 10:11]

LI Mt SALIZL M SAE SEZ FY A7) YFS FHLIH2810:11]

Ol Z 2 Atilol 21-dof ot Al S 2 1 A7t AZCHH o222 A4l 0] 2t
ECtn SZ5HX| ES A YL

Do you live your life with a certain amount of confidence in your ability to chart your courses and be
successful? If so, you may not consider yourself as a sheep.

But, when Jesus saw the people of Israel, He looked on them as ‘sheep without a shepherd.” That is, He
had pity and compassion on them as wandering sheep with no one to protect and guide them.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. [Matt 9:36]
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Do you not need a shepherd to protect you when you are in danger, to take you to good pastures so
your soul can be fed, and to guide you and bring you back to the safety of God’s household when your
soul is lost and is wandering?
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How would you like to become friends with the Son of God? Do you ever feel the need of a true friend

whom you can totally trust and confide everything in your hearts — your agonies, disappointments,
failures, depressive attacks, and dark moments of loneliness? Jesus can be that friend to you.
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Lastly, the New Testament church consisting of true believers is the bride for Christ the Bridegroom.
True Christians will be raptured to heaven where they will march into the wedding ceremony with Christ
the bridegroom. That is the hope of the New Testament Christians.

Just as an honorable bride keeps herself pure and beautiful while anxiously waiting for the day she is
united with the bridegroom, Christians look forward to the day Christ returns to take her to heaven in
glory and honor, which could not be compared to any earthly glory.
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Friends, today we met the challenge, “Why Jesus?” based on the three justifications:

Nmj =, of5=Eo| 3tLtEol 7| 20 R2l= =22 ZojoF gLCt.

First, we must believe Jesus because He is God the Son.

Secondly, since no human is capable of controlling his/her destiny after death, we must rely on the
blood of Jesus to overcome death and bravely march into the heavenly blessings prepared for all true
believers.
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Thirdly, the relationship we will have with Jesus Christ as true believers will be too precious and valuable
to slip by. We must believe Jesus so that we can become His bride, friends, sheep and children of God
the Father.

Closing Prayer 7| =

Our God in heaven!

There are many reasons why we must believe in Jesus. Above all, Father, you have the agape
love for the humanity, whom You created. What you have prepared for us are beyond human
understanding.
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The fact that we can become your children through the blood of your Son Jesus Christ is a very
special gift from You, of which we as sinners are entirely unworthy and undeserving.

Nevertheless, we come to you in repentance and in total faith in Jesus. Accept us in Your mercy
and receive us into Your kingdom! Amen.
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